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WebFOCUS for SAP R/3 Getting Started 

Preface 
This documentation contains installation, administration, and user information for 
WebFOCUS  for SAP  and WebFOCUS Open Reporter. It is intended for the following 
audience: 

• Database Administrator 

• Basis Administrator 

• EDA Catalog Administrator 

How This Document Is Organized 
This manual is organized into the following chapters: 

Chapter Description 

1 Introduction Provides an overview of WebFOCUS for 
SAP and WebFOCUS Open Reporter. 

2 Required Components Summarizes WebFOCUS for SAP 
component prerequisites and the availability 
of WebFOCUS for SAP and WebFOCUS 
Open Reporter. 

3 WebFOCUS for SAP 
Pre-Installation Questionnaire 
for Windows NT 

Lists Windows NT information that you must 
provide before configuration of the SAP 
R/3  Data Adapter.  

4 WebFOCUS for SAP 
Pre-Installation Questionnaire 
for UNIX 

Lists UNIX information that you must 
provide before configuration of the SAP R/3 
Data Adapter.  

5 Installing the SAP R/3 Data 
Adapter Components 

Describes installation of the SAP R/3 Data 
Adapter components. 

6 Preparing the WebFOCUS for 
SAP Server for Initial Use 

Explains how to create WebFOCUS for SAP 
table descriptions and how to create and run 
an Installation Verification Procedure.  

7 Preparing Report Information 
for WebFOCUS for SAP 

Describes how to extract information from 
the SAP Data Dictionary. 

8 Creating the WebFOCUS for 
SAP Reporting Environment 

Describes how to prepare the WebFOCUS 
for SAP reporting environment for the server 
and the client. 
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Chapter Description 

9 Preparing to Obtain Text 
Module Information 

Describes how to obtain text module 
information and prepare WebFOCUS for 
SAP for retrieving text lines. 

10 Preparing a Report From Text 
Module Information  

Provides details about extracting information 
from a text module and creating a report and 
Managed Reporting object. 

Documentation Conventions 
The following conventions apply throughout this manual. 

Convention Description 

THIS TYPEFACE or 

this typeface 

Denotes syntax that you must enter exactly as shown. 

this typeface Represents a placeholder (or variable) in syntax for a value 
that you or the system must supply. 

underscore Indicates a default setting. 

this typeface Represents a placeholder (or variable) in a text paragraph, 
indicates a cross-reference, or emphasizes an important term. 

this typeface Highlights file names and commands in a text paragraph. 

this typeface Indicates buttons, menu items, and dialog box options you 
can click or select. 

{  } Indicates two choices from which you must choose. You 
type one of these choices, not the braces.  

[  ]  Indicates a group of optional parameters. None are required, 
but you may select one of them. Type only the information 
within the brackets, not the brackets. 

| Separates two mutually exclusive choices in a syntax line. 
You type one of these choices, not the symbol. 

... Indicates that you can enter a parameter multiple times. Type 
only the parameters, not the ellipsis points (…). 

. 

. 

. 

Indicates that there are (or could be) intervening or 
additional commands. 
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Related Publications 
See the Information Builders Technical Publications Catalog for the most up-to-date 
listing and prices of technical publications, plus ordering information. To obtain a 
catalog, contact the Publications Order Department at (800) 969-4636. 

You can also visit our World Wide Web site, http://www.informationbuilders.com, to 
view a current listing of our publications and to place an order. 

Customer Support 
Do you have questions about WebFOCUS for SAP? 

Call Information Builders Customer Support Services (CSS) at (800) 736-6130 or  
(212) 736-6130. Customer Support Consultants are available Monday through Friday  
between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. EST to address all your questions. Information Builders 
consultants can also give you general guidance regarding product capabilities and 
documentation. Please be ready to provide your six-digit site code number (xxxx.xx) 
when you call. 

You can also access support services electronically, 24 hours a day, with InfoResponse 
Online. InfoResponse Online is accessible through our World Wide Web site, 
http://www.informationbuilders.com. It connects you to the tracking system and 
known-problem database at the Information Builders support center. Registered users can 
open, update, and view the status of cases in the tracking system, and read descriptions of 
reported software issues. New users can register immediately for this service. The 
technical support section of www.informationbuilders.com also provides usage 
techniques, diagnostic tips, and answers to frequently asked questions. 

To learn about the full range of available support services, ask your Information Builders 
representative about InfoResponse, or call (800) 969-INFO. 
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Information You Should Have Available 
To help our consultants answer your questions most effectively, be ready to provide the 
following information when you call:  

• Your six-digit site code number (xxxx.xx). 

• Your WebFOCUS for SAP configuration: 

• The front-end you are using, including vendor and release. 

• The communications protocol (for example, TCP/IP), including vendor and 
release. 

• The software release. 

• The server you are accessing, including release (for example, 4.3.1). 

• The stored procedure (preferably with line numbers) or FOCUS commands being 
used in server access. 

• The name of the Master File and Access File. 

• The exact nature of the problem:  

• Are the results or the format incorrect; are the text or calculations missing or 
misplaced?  

• The error message and return code, if applicable. 

• Is this related to any other problem? 

• Has the procedure or query ever worked in its present form? Has it been changed 
recently? How often does the problem occur? 

• What release of the operating system are you using? Has it, WebFOCUS for SAP, 
your security system, communications protocol, or front-end software changed? 

• Is this problem reproducible? If so, how? 

• Have you tried to reproduce your problem in the simplest form possible? For 
example, if you are having problems joining two data sources, have you tried 
executing a query containing just the code to access a single data source? 

• Do you have a trace file? 

• How is the problem affecting your business? Is it halting development or 
production? Do you just have questions about functionality or documentation? 
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Information Builders Consulting and Training 
Interested in training? Information Builders Education Department offers a wide variety 
of training courses for this and other Information Builders products. 

For information on course descriptions, locations, and dates or to register for classes, 
visit our World Wide Web site (http://www.informationbuilders.com) or call (800) 
969-INFO to speak to an Education Representative. 

User Feedback 
In an effort to produce effective documentation, the Documentation Services staff at 
Information Builders welcomes any opinion you can offer regarding this manual. Please 
use the Reader Comments form at the end of this manual to relay suggestions for 
improving the publication or to alert us to corrections. You can also use the Document 
Enhancement Request Form on our Web site, http://www.informationbuilders.com. 

Thank you, in advance, for your comments. 
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CHAPTER 1 

Introduction 

Topics: 

• Intended Audience 

• WebFOCUS for SAP 

• WebFOCUS Open Reporter 

• EDA Catalog Administrator 

 

 

This guide describes how to install the SAP R/3 Data Adapter 
and use the EDA Catalog Administrator to create the necessary 
metadata for SAP R/3 tables and logical databases. The EDA 
Catalog Administrator is a component for both of the following 
products:     

• WebFOCUS for SAP R/3 

• WebFOCUS Open Reporter 
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Intended Audience 
This guide is intended for the following audience:  

• Database Administrator 

• Basis Administrator 

• EDA Catalog Administrator 

WebFOCUS for SAP 
WebFOCUS for SAP enables you to generate complex reports from existing R/3 
applications and data. All the information you need to run standard reports and create 
your own reports is provided for you. WebFOCUS Desktop, the industry’s most 
powerful PC reporting tool, allows you to create reports with multiple subtotals, 
year-to-year comparisons, rankings, “what if” scenarios, one-pass “if-then” calculations, 
conditional fields, and more. WebFOCUS for SAP offers partitioned client/server 
reporting, the most efficient means for reporting from host-based data.        

WebFOCUS for SAP is an easy-to-use, Windows-based, GUI (graphical user interface) 
client/server facility providing: 

• Powerful, complex reporting capabilities that allow matrix reporting from a single 
pass of the data. 

• Flexible, user-designed application partitioning to increase efficiency and reduce 
network load. 

• A graphical Report Assistant to help you generate complex reports with ease. 

• Table and column data screening capabilities. You receive only information that 
meets the selection criteria. 

• A Managed Reporting Environment that provides you with a simplified view of 
complex R/3 data. 

• Resource Governor to intelligently monitor report-generated network activity and 
avoid processing runaway requests. 

• Automatic synchronization with R/3 security for users already defined in R/3. 

• Easy creation of customized views and tables through the EDA Catalog 
Administrator.  
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WebFOCUS Open Reporter 
You can use any of the popular desktop reporting and data analysis tools against your 
R/3 data and applications. With WebFOCUS Open Reporter, you can take advantage of 
EDA, the industry’s acknowledged standard for enterprise-wide data access, to easily 
access R/3 data resident on a host UNIX or Windows NT-based system from your PC 
(Windows 95/98 or Windows NT).   

WebFOCUS Open Reporter is an easy-to-use facility providing: 

• Logical views of R/3 data that give you immediate access to information without 
having to sort through thousands of R/3 tables. 

• Access to R/3 data from over 600 EDA and ODBC-enabled tools, for example, 
Microsoft Access, Excel, Lotus 1-2-3, Notes, and Forest & Trees. 

• Extended field names, which include native language titles to assist you in 
navigating through your R/3 data. 

• Automatic synchronization with R/3 security for users already defined in R/3. 

Note: EDA Client communications must be installed as required for the EDA Extender 
for ODBC. 

EDA Catalog Administrator 
The EDA Catalog Administrator is an easy-to-use graphical interface for creating 
WebFOCUS for SAP metadata. You can extract information from the R/3 Data 
Dictionary and create:   

• WebFOCUS for SAP metadata for all or specific R/3 tables. 

• WebFOCUS for SAP metadata for all or specific R/3 Logical Databases (LDBs). 

• WebFOCUS for SAP metadata that limits access to R/3 objects as defined by the R/3 
security authorizations. 
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CHAPTER 2 

Required Components 

Topics: 

• WebFOCUS for SAP Required 
Components 

 

This chapter contains a summary of the WebFOCUS for SAP 
component prerequisites and the availability of WebFOCUS for 
SAP and WebFOCUS Open Reporter.   
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WebFOCUS for SAP Required Components 
The following table shows the WebFOCUS for SAP component prerequisites:      

Product Required Components 

WebFOCUS for SAP WebFOCUS for SAP Client Components:  

• WebFOCUS Desktop Release 4.3.5 

WebFOCUS for SAP Server Components:  

• EDA Server Release 4.3.5 

• SAP R/3 Data Adaptor and other EDA Servers 
as needed. 

To perform the required installation and 
configuration, see the EDA Server installation and 
configuration manual appropriate for your platform. 

Depending on your platform, see Chapter 3, 
WebFOCUS for SAP Pre-Installation Questionnaire 
for Windows NT, or Chapter 4, WebFOCUS for SAP 
Pre-Installation Questionnaire for UNIX, for 
information on the SAP R/3 Data Adapter. 

SAP R/3 Any release of Version 4.0x, 4.5x, or 4.6x.   

Please contact your local Information Builders office 
for information on support for earlier releases of 
SAP R/3. 

The SAP RFC SDK libraries will be required on the 
machine from which you run the IBI SAP Installer 
as described in Chapter 5, Installing the SAP R/3 
Data Adapter Components. The SAP RFC SDK 
libraries are an optional component when installing 
the SAP Frontend. 
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The following table shows the availability of WebFOCUS for SAP and WebFOCUS 
Open Reporter:  

Platform/OS OS Release WebFOCUS
Desktop 

EDA 
Release 

Client 
Platform 
 

Notes 

NT-Intel 

 

Windows NT 
4.0 SP4 or 
Windows 
2000 

4.3.5 4.3.5 Windows 
NT 4.0, 9X, 
or 2000 

 

HP/UX 

 

11.x or 11.x 
(64 bit) 

4.3.5 4.3.5 Windows 
NT 4.0, 9X, 
or 2000 

 

IBM/AIX 

 

4.1.5, 4.2.1, 
or 4.3.2 

4.3.5 4.3.5 Windows 
NT 4.0, 9X, 
or 2000 

 

SUN/Solaris 

 

2.6.1 4.3.5 4.3.5 Windows 
NT 4.0, 9X, 
or 2000 

 

Digital/OSF1  V4.0 D or 
compatible  

4.3.5 4.3.5 Windows 
NT 4.0, 9X, 
or 2000 
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CHAPTER 3 

WebFOCUS for SAP Pre-Installation 
Questionnaire for Windows NT 

Topics: 

• System Information 

• EDA Information 

• SAP Information 

• General 

 

 

The information in this chapter needs to be available before 
proceeding with the installation and configuration of the 
Information Builders’ SAP R/3 Data Adapter.  
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System Information  
Ask the System Administrator at the site for the following information:   

Check the operating system. NT [   ] 

Enter the system/domain name. 

For example: ISL 

 

Enter the system logon ID and password for the 
network for NT. 

 

EDA Information 
Work with the System Administrator to confirm any standards at the site:   

Enter the directory path where the EDA system is 
installed. 

For example:  

NT: drive:\ibi\srv435 

 

Enter the directory path where the EDA instance is 
to be configured. 

For example: 

NT: drive:\ibi\srv435\ffs 

 

Enter the directory path where the SAP Remote 
Function Call Software Development Kit 
(RFCSDK) was installed. 

For example: 

NT: librfc32.dll 
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SAP Information  
Ask the SAP Basis Team Member for the following information:    

1. SAP Logon: 

User Type ID 

Max of 12 
characters 

Password 

Max of 8 
characters 

Mandt 
(Client) 

Max of 3 
digits 

Required Permission 

Dialog (SAP 
GUI) 

   • Access to ABAP/4 
Development 
Workbench with 
the ability to 
develop and test 
sample ABAP/4 
programs. 

• Ability to invoke 
the following SAP 
transactions: SU01, 
SE80, SU53. 

RFC 
(Background) 

   • Developer’s 
authorized profile. 

• Access to 
developer key (21 
digits): 

______________ 

• Ability to execute 
RFCs. 

2. SAP System: 

 Development 
System 

Test/Stage 
System 

Production 
System 

SAP System Name (3 letters)    

Mandt (Client) (3 digits)    

Note: For the configuration of the EDA instance, determine which system and 
client(s) are going to be used for data access for reporting purposes. If you select 
Development or Test/Stage System, verify that the sample data is adequate for 
testing.  
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3. SAP Load Balancing: 

Important:  

Check to see if the selected SAP system (development, test/stage, or production) to 
be configured with WebFOCUS for SAP runs with or without load balancing. Select 
the appropriate section and complete the requested boxes. 

Running WITHOUT Load Balancing: 

Use SAP GUI transaction, SMGW, to determine the following information:  

Enter the host name. 

This name is usually the name for the host 
and the gateway host. 

 

Enter the gateway host name.  

Enter the system number (2-digit value 
from 00 to 99). 

 

Running WITH Load Balancing: 

Use SAP GUI transaction, SMGW, to determine the following information: 

Message Server Name 

This name is usually the name for the host 
and the gateway host. 

 

Enter the logon group name. 

This name is usually ALL. 

 

Enter the system number (2-digit value 
from 00 to 99). 

 

General 
Answer the following questions:   

Is EDA installed on a machine that also acts as 
the SAP Application Server? 

 

If Yes, proceed to the next question. 

What is the average number of dialog and 
reporting users connected to this server? 

 

Note: EDA can be installed on a separate machine using RFCSDK software to 
communicate with the SAP Application Server. 
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CHAPTER 4 

WebFOCUS for SAP Pre-Installation 
Questionnaire for UNIX 

Topics: 

• System Information 

• EDA Information 

• SAP Information 

• General 

 

 

The information in this chapter needs to be available before 
proceeding with the installation and configuration of the 
Information Builders’ SAP R/3 Data Adapter.  
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System Information  
Ask the System Administrator at the site for the following information:   

Check the operating system. UNIX [   ] 

Enter the system/domain name. 

For example: HPK200 

 

Enter the system logon ID and password for the 
UNIX box. 

 

EDA Information  
Work with the System Administrator to confirm any standards at the site:   

Enter the directory path where the EDA system is 
installed. 

For example: 

UNIX: /userid/ibi/srv435 

 

Enter the directory path where the EDA instance is 
to be configured. 

For example: 

UNIX: /userid/ibi/srv435/ffs 

 

Enter the directory path where the SAP Remote 
Function Call Software Development Kit 
(RFCSDK) was installed. 

For example: 

UNIX: librfc.a  

 



 SAP Information 

WebFOCUS for SAP R/3 Getting Started 4-3 

SAP Information  
Ask the SAP Basis Team Member for the following information:    

1. SAP Logon: 

User Type ID 

Max of 12 
characters 

Password 

Max of 8 
characters 

Mandt 
(Client) 

Max of 3 
digits 

Required Permission 

Dialog (SAP 
GUI) 

   • Access to ABAP/4 
Development 
Workbench with 
the ability to 
develop and test 
sample ABAP/4 
programs. 

• Ability to invoke 
the following SAP 
transactions: SU01, 
SE80, SU53. 

RFC 
(Background) 

   • Developer’s 
authorized profile. 

• Access to 
developer key (21 
digits): 

____________ 

• Ability to execute 
RFCs. 

2. SAP System: 

 Development 
System 

Test/Stage 
System 

Production 
System 

SAP System Name (3 letters)    

Mandt (Client) (3 digits)    

Note: For the configuration of the EDA instance, determine which system and 
client(s) are going to be used for data access for reporting purposes. If you select 
Development or Test/Stage System, verify that the sample data is adequate for 
testing.  
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3. SAP Load Balancing: 

Important: 

Check to see if the selected SAP system (development, test/stage, or production) to 
be configured with WebFOCUS for SAP, runs with or without load balancing. Select 
the appropriate section and complete the requested boxes. 

Running WITHOUT Load Balancing: 

Use SAP GUI transaction, SMGW, to determine the following information:  

Enter the host name. 

This name is usually the name for the host 
and the gateway host. 

 

Enter the gateway host name.  

Enter the system number (2-digit value 
from 00 to 99). 

 

Running WITH Load Balancing: 

Use SAP GUI transaction, SMGW, to determine the following information: 

Message Server Name 

This name is usually the name for the host 
and the gateway host. 

 

Enter the logon group name. 

This name is usually ALL. 

 

Enter the system number (2-digit value 
from 00 to 99). 

 

General 
Answer the following questions:   

Is EDA installed on a machine that also acts as 
the SAP Application Server? 

 

If Yes, proceed to the next question. 

What is the average number of dialog and 
reporting users connected to this server? 

 

Note: EDA can be installed on a separate machine using RFCSDK software to 
communicate with the SAP Application Server. 
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CHAPTER 5 

Installing the SAP R/3 Data Adapter 
Components 

Topics: 

• Creating the Development Class 

• Creating the Function Group 

• Running the IBI SAP Installer 

 

The SAP R/3 Data Adapter has components in two places, the 
EDA Server and the SAP R/3 data dictionary. This section 
describes the installation of the SAP R/3 Data Adapter 
components that reside in the SAP R/3 data dictionary.      
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Creating the Development Class 
After you have installed and configured your EDA Server with the SAP R/3 Data 
Adapter, you complete the installation and configuration by uploading the SAP R/3 Data 
Adapter static function modules into the SAP R/3 data dictionary.          

The SAP R/3 Adapter consists of 10 function modules that need to exist in the SAP R/3 
data dictionary. These function modules must reside in a function group and have an 
associated development class if SAP R/3 CTS (Change Transport System) will be used to 
move the modules from one R/3 system to another. 

The following procedure guides you through the steps necessary to complete the 
installation of the SAP R/3 Data Adapter components. An administrator familiar with 
SAP CTS should perform this procedure. It is important that the development class and 
function group are created as documented, or the installation may fail. 

Note: The following procedure contains SAP screen captures that are based on an SAP 
R/3 version 4.6c system. If you are running a different version of SAP R/3, you will 
notice a slightly different user interface, however, the content will be the same.  
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Procedure How to Create the Development Class 
Use SAP transaction SE80 to create a new development class.            

1. Login to SAP R/3 using SAPGUI.  

2. Type SE80 in the field box on the main menu and click the Enter button . This is 
the area on the SAPGUI tool bar where an SAP transaction name can be entered. 
The following screens displays:  

 

3. Select Development Class from the drop-down list. If you are using a version prior 
to SAP R/3 4.6, click the Development Class radio button. Enter a new development 
class (for example, ZRS1). 

 Note: Information Builders recommends that you use YIBI or ZIBI, but any 
four-character name starting with the letter Y or Z can be used. The following 
examples use ZRS1. 

4. Click the Display button . 
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5. Click the Yes button to create the new object. 

The following window displays: 

 

6. Enter the Short text information and click the Save button .  

The following window displays: 
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Creating the Function Group 

Procedure How to Create the Function Group 
After you have created an SAP development class, you must create a function group 
within this development class. The function group is the repository for the SAP R/3 
Adapter static function modules. The same transaction used to create the development 
class will be used to create the function group.        

1. From SAPGUI, enter SE80 at the command line and press Enter. The following 
window displays: 
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2. Select Function Group from the drop-down list. If you are using a version prior to 
SAP R/3 4.6, click on the Function Group radio button. Enter a new function group 
so that the name matches the development class name you assigned in the previous 
section, Creating the Development Class on page 5-2. Based on the previous 
example, you created development class ZRS1, therefore enter ZRS1 for Function 

Group name. Click the Display button . 

3. Click the Yes button to create the new object. 

The following window displays:  

 

4. Enter the short text and click the Save button. The following window displays:  
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5. Enter the Development class name you created earlier and click the Save button . 
The following window displays: 

 

6. The Request number that was generated in step 9, in How to Create the Development 
Class on page 5-3, should appear by default in the Request field. If it does not, type 
the same request number as assigned in step 9. Click the Continue or Enter button 

to complete the creation of the Function Group. If you are installing on a SAP 
R/3 4.0 through R/3 4.5b, skip the following steps and proceed to Running the IBI 
SAP Installer on page 5-11. 

Activating the Function Group 
You are required to perform the steps in the following procedure only if you are using an 
SAP R/3 Server version 4.6c.  

Procedure How to Activate the Function Group 
1. Enter Transaction SE80.  

2. Select the development class you created in step 3, in How to Create the 
Development Class on page 5-3. 
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3. Drill down to the Function Group object. 

The following window displays:  
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4. Right-click the Function Group object. 

5. Select the Active option. 

The following window displays:  

 

6. Click the Enter button to activate the objects. Proceed to Running the IBI SAP 
Installer on page 5-11. 
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Running the IBI SAP Installer 
The IBI SAP Installer is responsible for uploading the IBI SAP R/3 Data Adapter static 
function modules into your SAP system via an RFC. Before proceeding with this section, 
verify that you have the SAP RFC SDK libraries installed on your PC. Consult your SAP 
administrator or locate the following folder on your PC that contains the SAP RFC 
libraries:   

drive:\Program Files\SAPpc\sapgui\RFCSDK 

where: 

drive 

Is where the SAP frontend is installed. 

Note: The SAP RFC SDK libraries are an optional component when you install the SAP 
frontend. The following screen is the SAP front-end installation screen that allows you to 
choose the RFC SDK libraries. Checking the Development Tools option will install the 
RFC SDK libraries. 
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The following steps describe how to set up and run the IBI SAP Installer.  

1. Insert the WebFOCUS for SAP R/3 Version 4.3.5 CD. 

2. Run cddrive:\ IBISAPR3\SETUP.EXE. The following folder is created and the 
necessary files are copied into it: 

drive:\Program Files\Information Builders\IBI SAP 

where: 

drive 

Is where Windows is installed. 

The following IBI SAP Installer shortcut is created on your desktop:  

 

3. Define the system environment variable, RFC_INI, so that it points to the 
SAPRFC.INI that will be used on your PC. This file contains the information needed 
to connect to an SAP system. A sample SAPRFC.INI exists in the following folder:  

drive:\Program Files\Information Builders\IBI SAP Installer 1.10 

where: 

drive 

Is where Windows is installed. 

Defining a system environment variable differs between Windows 2000 and 
Windows NT. If you are using Windows 2000 follow step 4. If you are using 
Windows NT, go to step 5. 
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4.  For Windows 2000: 

a.  Click Start, Settings, Control Panel, and double-click on the System icon.  

b.  Click on the Advanced tab and then click on the Environment Variables button.   

c.  Click New in the System variables box. The New System Variable window 
displays. 

d.  Type RFC_INI in the Variable Name field.  

e. Type the full path of the SAPRFC.INI file (including the file name itself) in the 
Variable Value field. Click OK.  

f.  Click OK. The following screen displays: 
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5. For Windows NT: 

a.  Click Start, Settings, Control Panel, and double-click on the System icon.  

b.  Click on the Environment tab. If the RFC_INI variable exists, verify that it 
points to the correct SAPRFC.INI file.  

c.  If you need to create the variable, scroll down to the end of the System variable 
list, click on the empty line.  

d. Type RFC_INI into the Variable field.  

e. Type the full path of the SAPRFC.INI file (including the file name itself) into 
the Value field. Click Set. 

f.  Click OK. 

6. Edit the SAPRFC.INI file so that it contains the information to connect to the SAP 
R/3 system where the IBI SAP R/3 Adapter function modules will be uploaded. 
Consult your SAP Basis administrator for this information. It should contain a block 
similar to the following example: 

/*===================================================================*/ 

/*  Type A:  R/3 system - specific application server                */ 

/*===================================================================*/ 

DEST=I46 

TYPE=A 

ASHOST=pumba 

SYSNR=03 

RFC_TRACE=0 

ABAP_DEBUG=0 

USE_SAPGUI=0 
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where: 

DEST 

Is a unique destination name. 

TYPE 

Must be set to 'A' to indicate an RFC Server connection. 

ASHOST 

Is the TCP/IP host name of the R/3 application server. 

SYSNR 

Is the SAP R/3 system number. 

RFC_TRACE 

Is set to 1 to enable the RFC trace. 

ABAP_DEBUG 

Is set to 1 to enable the ABAP debug. 

USE_SAPGUI 

Is set to 1 to use SAPGUI. 

7. SAP provides a program, SAPINFO.EXE, to test your RFC connection. This 
program is usually located in the following folder:  

c:\Program Files\SAPpc\sapgui\RFCSDK\bin. 

8. Click the Start menu and select the Run option. 

9. Type in CMD to open up a command prompt window. 
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10. Issue the following commands at the command prompt: 

> cd c:\Program Files\SAPpc\sapgui\RFCSDK\bin 

> sapinfo DEST=xxx  

where: 

xxx 

Is your target R/3 system as defined by the DEST parameter in the SAPRFC.INI 
file. 

The following is an example of the commands being entered in a command prompt 
window: 

 

The following information is returned from the SAP R/3 system if you have a 
successful RFC connection: 
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11. If you do not receive information from your SAP system. Verify your parameters in 
the SAPRFC.INI file and rerun SAPINFO.EXE. 

12. Once you have verified that your RFC connection to SAP is working, go to your 
desktop and double-click the IBI SAP Installer shortcut.  

The following window displays: 

 

It is necessary to enter values in each field. 

The Information Builders SAP Installer window contains the following fields: 

Destination 

Identifies the destination field in your SAPRFC.INI file. 

Client 

Is your SAP client. 

UserID 

Is your SAP user ID. 

Password 

Is your SAP UserID password. 

Language 

Is the SAP language. 
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Function Group 

Is the SAP Function Group created for the IBI SAP R/3 Adapter as defined in 
step 2, in How to Create the Function Group on page 5-6. 

Data Class 

Is the SAP Data Class to which SAP R/3 Data Adapter Tables are classified. The 
default value of APPL0 is recommended, as this is intended for smaller tables. 

13. Click the Generate Code button.  

The following window displays:  

 

14. Click the Install button to upload the function modules into your SAP system. Once 
the installation is complete, view the log file to validate a successful installation. The 
log file should look like the following: 

Loading and executing zibii1.abap 

  YIBI Globals:       14.08.2001     17:18:06 

  Done 

Loading and executing zibii246.abap 
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YIBIREPTS:          14.08.2001     17:18:06 
Transaction: SE11_OLD Program: SAPLWB_MANAGER Screen: 0200 
S ET 009 The object was created in the original language English (EN) 
Transaction: SE11_OLD Program: SAPLSD02 Screen: 2000 
S TK 233 The object R3TR TABL YIBIREPTS does not exist 
Transaction: SE11_OLD Program: SAPLSD02 Screen: 2000 
S TR 709 Assign a development class 
Transaction: SE11_OLD Program: SAPLSD02 Screen: 2000 
S E2 010 YIBIREPTS saved without check 
Transaction: SE13 Program: SAPMSEDS Screen: 0050 
S AD 260 Saved 
Transaction: SE11_OLD Program: SAPMSRD0 Screen: 0102 
S EU 832 Object activated 

YIBIP0008:          14.08.2001     17:18:09 
Transaction: SE11_OLD Program: SAPLWB_MANAGER Screen: 0200 
S ET 009 The object was created in the original language English (EN) 
Transaction: SE11_OLD Program: SAPLSD41 Screen: 2100 
S TK 233 The object R3TR TABL YIBIP0008 does not exist 
Transaction: SE11_OLD Program: SAPLSD41 Screen: 2100 
S TR 709 Assign a development class 
Transaction: SE11_OLD Program: SAPLSD41 Screen: 2100 
S E2 010 YIBIP0008 saved without check 
Transaction: SE11_OLD Program: SAPMSRD0 Screen: 0102 
S EU 832 Object activated 

  Done 

Loading and executing zibifm.abap 

  14.08.2001 17:18:14 Creating  YIBI_EVALUATE_PA0008 

  LYIBIU01                       Done 

  14.08.2001 17:18:14 Creating  YIBI_REPORT_RUN_IN_BATCH 

  LYIBIU02                       Done 

  14.08.2001 17:18:15 Creating  YIBI_REPORT_GET_BATCH_DATA 

  LYIBIU03                       Done 

  14.08.2001 17:18:15 Creating  YIBI_REPORT_GET_BATCH_STATUS 

  LYIBIU04                       Done 

  14.08.2001 17:18:15 Creating  YIBI_REPORT_ABORT_BATCH 

  LYIBIU05                       Done 

  14.08.2001 17:18:16 Creating  YIBI_REPORT_CREATE 

  LYIBIU06                       Done 

  14.08.2001 17:18:16 Creating  YIBI_REPORT_DELETE 

  LYIBIU07                       Done 

  14.08.2001 17:18:16 Creating  YIBI_REPORT_RUN 

  LYIBIU08                       Done 

  14.08.2001 17:18:16 Creating  YIBI_TEST_REVERSE 

  LYIBIU09                       Done 

  14.08.2001 17:18:17 Creating  YIBI_DYNAMIC_RUN 

  LYIBIU10                       Done 
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Loading zibibapi.abap 

  14.08.2001 17:18:18 Creating report YIBIBAPI 

Loading zibimdm.abap 

  14.08.2001 17:18:18 Creating report YIBIMDM 

Loading zibibtch.abap 

  14.08.2001 17:18:19 Creating report YIBIBTCH 

15. Verify that these static function modules exist in the function group created in the 
previous section, How to Create the Function Group on page 5-6. From the 
SAPGUI, execute transaction SE80 and display the function group. Open the 
Function Module folder. The following screen is an example of a successful 
installation where the Function Group contains 10 function modules: 
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16. Verify that the function modules have a processing type of remote-enabled. This 
attribute allows them to be invoked via an RFC which is how the SAP R/3 Data 
Adapter is designed to work. Double-click on the function module to view the 
processing type attribute. The following screen displays:   

 

If the function modules are not remote-enabled, the following error message is 
displayed when you try to use the SAP R/3 Data Adapter: 
EDA Msg: 'SQLCODE IS -1 (HEX: FFFFFFFF) ' Code '1400' type 1 from 'EDA'    
EDA Msg: '  : The function module "YIBI_REPORT_RUN_IN_BATCH" not 
released for 'remote'' Code '0' type 2 from 'BLOB' 
EDA Msg: '  :  calls.' Code '0' type 2 from 'BLOB' 
EDA Msg: 'SQL OPEN CURSOR ERROR.  : KNA1    ' Code '1406' type 1 from 

'EDA' 



  

WebFOCUS for SAP R/3 Getting Started 6-1 

CHAPTER 6 

Preparing the WebFOCUS for SAP Server for 
Initial Use 

Topics: 

• Setting up the Report Processing 
Mode 

• Generating WebFOCUS for SAP 
Dictionary Information 

• Creating an Installation Verification 
Procedure (IVP) 

 

This chapter guides you through the process of generating 
WebFOCUS for SAP table descriptions, and provides you with 
instructions on how to create and run an Installation Verification 
Procedure.      
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Setting up the Report Processing Mode 
SAP R/3 supports many different types of processes (for example, batch, dialog, print, 
and so on). Each WebFOCUS for SAP query creates a process within the R/3 application 
server. This process can execute as either a dialog or batch process. These processing 
mode options allow you to adapt to the R/3 application server configuration where there 
are a specific number of processes allocated for each process type per R/3 application 
server.      

Dialog Process 
Dialog processing is the default mode for the SAP R/3 Data Adapter. An SAP dialog 
process is suitable for a task that needs to run immediately at a higher priority. An SAP 
dialog process is subject to an idle timeout limit where the default value is 15 minutes. 
Check with your SAP Basis consultant to see if this default value has changed. Dialog 
process mode should be set for reports that have processing times below the idle timeout 
limit. If a report’s processing time exceeds the dialog process idle timeout limit, the SAP 
R/3 application server terminates the process and the report fails to run.     

If you have a WebFOCUS for SAP report that requires longer processing time, see Batch 
Mode Processing on page 6-2. 

The following command sets your SAP R/3 Adapter to dialog processing mode: 
SQL SQLSAP SET EXECUTIONMODE ONLINE 

Note: This command can be inserted into the EDA Server profile (for example, 
edasprof.prf) or included within the report procedure. 

You would use this command if you had explicitly set batch execution mode and wanted 
to switch back to dialog mode within a single session on the EDA Server. 

Batch Mode Processing 
Batch processing is the other mode for the SAP R/3 Data Adapter. An SAP batch process 
is suitable for a task that can afford to run in the background at a lower priority. This 
mode is for reports that require longer processing time (for example, reports that involve 
joining multiple tables or month end reports that need to process a lot of data).    

The following command will set your SAP R/3 Adapter to batch processing mode: 

SQL SQLSAP SET EXECUTIONMODE BATCH 

Note: This command can be inserted into the EDA Server profile (for example, 
edasprof.prf) or included within the report procedure.   
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Generating WebFOCUS for SAP Dictionary 
Information 

Generating the WebFOCUS for SAP dictionary consists of the following steps:       

1. Setting the environment for the EDA Server. 

2. Extracting information from the SAP Data Dictionary. 

3. Creating Master Files and Access Files for SAP tables and SAP logical databases.  

The following sections guide you through the above steps. 

Step 1. Setting the Environment 
Create a procedure named setvar.fex.     

• For UNIX, create the setvar.fex procedure in the $EDACONF/catalog directory 
with the following commands: 

EX SR3SET1 CURR=OFF, LDBS=OFF 
EX SR3SETUP 
DB=SQLORA,OWNER=SAPR3,INT=NATIVE,CLNT=FOCUS6,SYST=system_name,LANG=E 
EX SR3SERR 

• For NT, create the setvar.fex procedure in the %EDACONF%\catalog directory 
with the following commands:  

EX SR3SET1 CURR=OFF, LDBS=OFF 
EX SR3SETUP 
DB=SQLORA,OWNER=SAPR3,INT=NATIVE,CLNT=FOCUS6,SYST=system_name,LANG=E 
EX SR3SERR 

where: 

system_name  

Is the value from the SYSTEM parameter in SAPSERV.CFG. 

Notes: 

• The third command line must not exceed 78 characters or contain a line break. 

• It is recommended that you add setvar.fex to the EDASPROF.prf in the 
$EDACONF/etc directory (UNIX) and %EDACONF%\etc directory (Windows NT). 
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Step 2. Extracting Metadata From the SAP Data Dictionary 
2a. Add the following commands to the edastart file (for UNIX) or the edastart.bat file 

(for Windows NT) before you start the EDA Server in test mode.       

Note: These four lines follow the definition of EDACONF for both UNIX and NT. 

• For UNIX, add the commands to the edastart file located in the $EDACONF/bin 
directory: 

export SAPSERV=$EDACONF/etc 
export EDASYN=$EDACONF/catalog 
export EDASYNR=$EDACONF/catalog 
export EDATEMP=$EDACONF/edatemp 

• For NT, add the commands to the edastart.bat file located in the 
%EDACONF%\bin directory: 

set SAPSERV=%EDACONF%\etc 
set EDASYN=%EDACONF%\catalog 
set EDASYNR=%EDACONF%\catalog 
set EDATEMP=%EDACONF%\edatemp 

2b. Start the EDA Server in test mode.    

• At the UNIX command prompt, from the $EDACONF/bin directory, type the 
following: 

edastart -t 

• At the NT command prompt, from the %EDACONF%\bin directory, type the 
following: 

edastart -t 

2c. Create the Master File and Access File: 

• Set the variables. At the EDA >> prompt, type the following (created in Step 1. 
Setting the Environment): 

EX SETVAR 

• Extract the metadata. At the EDA >> prompt, type the following:  

EX SR3SALDD 

The SAP R/3 Data Adapter reads the data dictionary and creates reference tables on 
the EDA Server.   

• You should expect that the server will return an answer set with thousands of 
records. The number of records depends on your SAP release. 

• If the procedure returns 0 records, an error message may show that RFC 
authorization failed. Verify RFC user authorization with the SAP Basis Team 
and rerun the previous steps. 
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A common issue is that there is not enough SAP authorization for the RFC user 
to read these SAP tables. Ensure that the RFC user has S_A.SHOW to display 
the dictionary records. Check with the SAP Basis Team to ensure that your RFC 
user ID meets all required authorizations. 

If you encounter difficulties at this point, produce standard EDA trace files 
before calling CSS. The following output displays: 
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Step 3. Creating Master Files and Access Files 

3a. Type the following at the EDA >> prompt to generate Master Files and Access Files 
for an SAP table:   

EX SR3S1TBL TABNAME=SAP_table_name,LANG=E 

The following output displays: 
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3b. Type the following at the EDA >> prompt to generate Master Files and Access Files 
for an SAP logical database:  

EX SR3S1LDB LDBNAME=SAP_ldb_name,LANG=E 

The following output displays: 
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Creating an Installation Verification Procedure (IVP) 
The following procedure should be completed by the Information Builders Technical 
Representative.   

Procedure How to Execute an IVP 
Perform the following steps to create and execute an IVP:   

1. Start the WebFOCUS for SAP Server, then start the EDA command agent by typing 

edastart –t 

at the UNIX or NT command prompt. 

2. Set the variables. At the EDA >> prompt, type the following (created in Step 1. 
Setting the Environment on page 6-3): 

EX SETVAR 

3. At the prompt, issue the following TABLE commands: 

TABLE FILE tabname or ldbname 
PRINT field1 field2 … 
IF READLIMIT EQ 10 
END 

4. If report output returns, the IVP was successful. If not, double-check your syntax. 
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CHAPTER 7 

Preparing Report Information for WebFOCUS for 
SAP 

Topics: 

• Examining the Configuration File 

• Extracting Information From the SAP 
Data Dictionary 

• Importing the Information Into the 
WebFOCUS for SAP Catalog 

 

This chapter describes how to extract information from the SAP 
Data Dictionary.   
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Examining the Configuration File 
The following reference provides a sample of the sapserv.cfg file.  

Reference The Configuration File 
Refer to the sapserv.cfg file located in the etc directory.     

• For UNIX, refer to sapserv.cfg in the etc directory of $EDACONF. A sample file 
looks like:  

system         = I45 
    language   = E 
    ibilogon   = nnn/user/pass 
    fpool      = Zxxx 
    rangebeg   = 9000 
    rangeend   = 9020 
    funcprefix = Z_TEMP 
    firstfm    = 1 
    dataclass  = appl0 
    tmpdir     = /tmp/sapquest/ 
    host       = ISDSRV2 
    gwhost     = ISDSRV2 
    sysnr      = 00 

• For NT, refer to sapserv.cfg in the etc directory of %EDACONF%. A sample file 
looks like:  

system         = I45 
    language   = E 
    ibilogon   = nnn/user/pass 
    fpool      = Zxxx 
    rangebeg   = 9000 
    rangeend   = 9020 
    funcprefix = Z_TEMP 
    firstfm    = 1 
    dataclass  = appl0 
    tmpdir     = C:\SAP_TEMP_DATA\ 
    host       = ISDSRV2 
    gwhost     = ISDSRV2 
    sysnr      = 00 

Make a note of the following information: 

nnn/user/pass 

Are the client, user ID, and password that were provided with the developer key for 
the configuration of the SAP R/3 Data Adapter.  

Zxxx 

Is the name of your function group. 
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Extracting Information From the SAP Data Dictionary 
The following procedure provides steps for extracting information from the SAP Data 
Dictionary.    

Procedure How to Extract Information From the SAP Data Dictionary 
1. From the workstation, start SAP Logon (SAPGUI).    

2. Select the SAP instance configured for use with your WebFOCUS for SAP Server. 
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3. Log on, using the client, user ID, and password noted in the sapserv.cfg file. (See 
Examining the Configuration File on page 7-2.) 

 

4. Start the ABAP Editor.  

Use the menu path: 

Tools/ABAP Workbench/Development/ABAP Editor 

Transaction Code: SE38 

The ABAP Editor initial screen displays. 
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5. Go to the program name entry box: 

 

In the dialog box, enter ZxxxMDM (where Zxxx is the name of the function group 
noted in the sapserv.cfg file). 

For more information about the sapserv.cfg file, see The Configuration File on page 
7-2. 

In the sub-objects dialog box, select Source code. 

6. Click the Execute  button to proceed to the next window. 

Information Builders generates a window that displays these default paths. The 
following is an example for UNIX: 
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7. Change the path directory depending on your WebFOCUS for SAP Server 
installation. The following is an example for Windows NT: 

 

8. Click the Execute  button to proceed. The procedure may take some time to 
execute. If it is being run on a production system, you may want to schedule it for 
job submission. 

The following window indicates that the procedure has successfully executed: 
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9. Finally, copy or FTP the MDM*.tmp files from the SAP instance machine to your 
WebFOCUS for SAP Server. 

• For UNIX, copy or FTP the MDM*.tmp files from the SAP instance machine to 
the $EDACONF/catalog directory of your WebFOCUS for SAP Server. 

• For NT, copy or FTP the MDM*.tmp files from the SAP instance machine to 
the %EDACONF%\catalog directory of your WebFOCUS for SAP Server. 

Importing the Information Into the WebFOCUS for 
SAP Catalog 

The following procedure guides you through the steps necessary to import information 
into the WebFOCUS for SAP Catalog.  

Procedure How to Import Information Into the WebFOCUS for SAP 
Catalog 
Perform the following steps to download the MDM*.tmp files (mdm1.tmp, mdm2l.tmp, 
mdm3.tmp).  

1. Start the WebFOCUS for SAP Server in test mode.  

• At the UNIX command prompt, from the $EDACONF/bin directory, type the 
following: 

edastart -t 

• At the NT command prompt, from the %EDACONF%\bin directory, type the 
following: 

edastart -t 

2. Set the variables. At the EDA >> prompt, type the following: 

EX SETVAR 

For more details on the procedure SETVAR, see Chapter 6, Preparing the 
WebFOCUS for SAP Server for Initial Use. 

3. At the EDA >> prompt, type the following:  

EX SR3LMDM  

Note: The lowercase letter “l” follows the number “2” in MDM2l.tmp file. It is not 
the number “1.” 
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CHAPTER 8 

Creating the WebFOCUS for SAP Reporting 
Environment 

Topics: 

• Generating WebFOCUS for SAP 
Report Information for the Server 

• Generating WebFOCUS for SAP 
Report Information for the Client 

 

This chapter describes how to prepare the WebFOCUS for SAP 
reporting environment for the server and the client.    
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Generating WebFOCUS for SAP Report Information 
for the Server  

The following procedures guide you through the steps necessary to generate WebFOCUS 
for SAP metadata using WebFOCUS Desktop.  

Prerequisite: Performing the steps in Chapter 7, Preparing Report Information for 
WebFOCUS for SAP.  

Procedure How to Generate WebFOCUS for SAP Table Descriptions Using 
WebFOCUS Desktop 
Perform the following steps to generate WebFOCUS for SAP metadata using 
WebFOCUS Desktop:      

1. From the Start menu, choose WebFOCUS Desktop 4.3 Developer Studio, the version 
installed on your machine, and then choose WebFOCUS Desktop Utilities. Select 
WebFOCUS Catalog Administrator. 

2. The Open Catalog window opens.  

 

Select your configured WebFOCUS for SAP Server and click OK. 
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3. The Enter Connection Information window opens:  

 

You must provide the logon user name and password if the WebFOCUS for SAP 
Server is secured. If the security is not on, leave the boxes blank. Click OK. 

The following table describes the fields on the Enter Connection Information 
window: 

Field Description 

Server Name The EDA Server you choose to connect to. 

User Name User ID for connecting to the EDA Server. 

Password User password to connect to the EDA Server. 

4. The following window opens while you are connecting to the WebFOCUS for SAP 
Server. 
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Generating New Descriptions 
The EDA Catalog Administrator opens WebFOCUS for SAP Server available table 
descriptions. This list comes from the catalog directory where WebFOCUS for SAP 
Server was installed. If your desired SAP table does not display on the list in the right 
box, the environment needs to be re-generated. See Chapter 7, Preparing Report 
Information for WebFOCUS for SAP, for instructions.     

Procedure How to Create Catalog Information 
Perform the following steps to generate new catalog data:                         

1. After the Communicating with the EDA Server window displays, the EDA Catalog 
Administrator main screen opens. To view a list of WebFOCUS for SAP Server 
available tables, click the Synonyms folder: 

 

You must create a Synonym object for each table you wish to report from (synonym 
objects contain table descriptions, field information, and access information).  

To begin creating a new synonym, select the Synonym object and click on the Insert 

 button. You may also create a new synonym by highlighting the Synonym 
folder, using your mouse to right-click on it, and choosing Insert from the 
drop-down menu. 
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2. The Synonym Wizard - Select Interface window opens the available interfaces 
configured for WebFOCUS for SAP Server. Select SQLSAP and click Next:  

 

Based on the sapserv.cfg file, the available SAP R/3 instances configured for 
WebFOCUS for SAP Server display. I45 is the only SAP R/3 instance configured 
for WebFOCUS for SAP Server. 
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Review the sapserv.cfg file for this WebFOCUS for SAP Server instance: 

• For UNIX, the sapserv.cfg file is located in the etc directory of $EDACONF. 
Review the file for this instance:  

system         = I45 
    language   = E 
    ibilogon   = nnn/user/pass 
    fpool      = Zxxx 
    rangebeg   = 9000 
    rangeend   = 9020 
    funcprefix = Z_TEMP 
    firstfm    = 1 
    dataclass  = appl0 
    tmpdir     = /tmp/sapquest/ 
    host       = ISDSRV2 
    gwhost     = ISDSRV2 
    sysnr      = 00 

• For NT, the sapserv.cfg file is located in the etc directory of %EDACONF%. 
Review the file for this instance: 

system         = I45 
    language   = E 
    ibilogon   = nnn/user/pass 
    fpool      = Zxxx 
    rangebeg   = 9000 
    rangeend   = 9020 
    funcprefix = Z_TEMP 
    firstfm    = 1 
    dataclass  = appl0 
    tmpdir     = C:\SAP_TEMP_DATA\ 
    host       = ISDSRV2 
    gwhost     = ISDSRV2 
    sysnr      = 00 
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3. The Synonym Wizard - Select Server window opens with the list of available 
servers.   

 

Select the desired server and click Next. 
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4. The Synonym Wizard - SAP R/3 Selection Criteria window opens:  

 

Click on either the Tables folder or the Logical Databases folder, and select the 
desired SAP module.  
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5. The following sample windows use the Financial Accounting module selected from 
the Tables folder: 

 

Click the Next button. 
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6. The Synonym Wizard - Select Synonym Sources window opens with the Financial 
Accounting Module’s available Tables and Views:  
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7. Click the Next button to move the selected tables. 
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The EDA Catalog Administrator adds your selection to the Selected Tables/Views 
list box: 

 

Click the Finish button. 
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8. The Synonym Wizard - Generate Synonyms window opens: 

 

Click OK to proceed to the Creating Synonyms window: 
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9. The EDA Catalog Administrator window opens with the set of Selected 
Tables/Views now available to the WebFOCUS for SAP Server:  

 

Note: The reporting environment is stored in the catalog directory of $EDACONF 
for UNIX and %EDACONF% for Windows NT.  
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10. Highlight a selected table, right-click on it, and choose View from the context menu 
to view its contents: 
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The contents of the table description file display: 

 



 Generating WebFOCUS for SAP Report Information for the Server 

WebFOCUS for SAP R/3 Getting Started 8-17 

11. To exit the EDA Catalog Administrator, either choose File then Exit from the 
drop-down menu, or choose Close from the upper left corner drop-down menu: 
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Generating WebFOCUS for SAP Report Information 
for the Client  

After generating WebFOCUS for SAP Server environment, you can now create reporting 
objects for your client. The following procedure guides you through the steps to prepare 
the reporting environment for the client.    

Procedure How to Download WebFOCUS for SAP Metadata to the Client 
Side 
Perform the following steps to download WebFOCUS for SAP metadata to the client 
side:              

1. Start WebFOCUS Desktop. 

The WebFOCUS Desktop Developer Studio - Application View window opens.  
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2. Use the menu path: File/New Application. 

The Create an Application - Step 1 of 2 window opens:  

 

Enter a name for your application, then click Next. (For this example, Japan was 
selected as the application name.) 

If the directory specified for your new application does not exist, WebFOCUS 
Desktop asks if you want to create it. Click Yes.  

The Create an Application - Step 2 of 2 dialog box opens. If you want to use objects 
from other applications, you may specify the directory by clicking Add, and then 
Finish. For this procedure, just click Finish. 
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3. Click the plus sign to the left of the name of your new application. 

 

Highlight the Master Files folder and right-click it. Select New from the context 
menu.  

4. The New MASTER File window opens:  

 

Click the New button.  



 Generating WebFOCUS for SAP Report Information for the Client 

WebFOCUS for SAP R/3 Getting Started 8-21 

5. The Create Local Master File - Step 1 of 4 window opens:  

 

• Select EDA Server for the Database Engine. Choose WebFOCUS for SAP 
Server name for Server. The server must be defined in a node block in the 
WebFOCUS Desktop’s odin.cfg file. If WebFOCUS for SAP Server is 
configured with security, then provide the User Name and Password. If it is not 
configured with security, leave the boxes blank.  

• Click Next to proceed to the next window.  

The following message indicates that the server is retrieving a list of tables:  
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6. The Create Local Master File - Step 2 of 4 window opens:  

 

• Select the data source(s) for which you want to create synonyms.  

• Click Next to proceed. 
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The Create Local Master File - Step 3 of 4 window opens, displaying the list of 
data sources you have chosen: 

 

Click Next. 

7. If a synonym (Master File) already exists for a chosen data source, the MFD 
Overwrite window opens:  

 

Check the appropriate box: Overwrite or Overwrite All Duplicate MFD to replace 
the existing Master File or files. 

Click OK. 
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8. The following window opens: 

 

9. The Create Local Master File - Step 4 of 4 window opens: 

 

Synonyms for the data sources you selected have been successfully created on the 
client side. 

Click Finish to proceed to the next window. 
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10. The New MASTER File dialog box displays. Click Cancel to remove it.  

 

11. The WebFOCUS Desktop Developer Studio Application View [Exploring 
Applications/Japan/Master Files] window reopens showing that the download step 
has successfully completed:  
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CHAPTER 9 

Preparing to Obtain Text Module Information 

Topics: 

• Obtaining Required Information for 
the Text Module 

• Preparing WebFOCUS for SAP for Text 
Line Retrieval 

 

 

This chapter describes how to obtain text module information 
and prepare WebFOCUS for SAP for retrieving text lines.   
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Obtaining Required Information for the Text Module 
SAP stores text module information (text modules contain text headers and lines) in 
internal work areas. To access a module, you must fully describe it by specifying ID, 
LANGUAGE, NAME, and OBJECT.             

When you have correctly identified the module, and the text lines have been read 
successfully, they are available in the TLINE_TDLINE fields of the WebFOCUS for 
SAP table RT.  

Text modules are client dependent, and information may vary according to the client 
system to which you are connected. 

The SAP IDES system is used for all examples in this chapter. 

Procedure How to Obtain Text Module Information 
1. Sign on to the SAP GUI system. You must have correct authorization. Profile 

S_A.SHOW allows read-only access to most SAP transactions.           

2. Start transaction SE16, or select the following menu path: 

Tools/ABAP Workbench/Overview/Data Browser 

3. Type the table name STXL and press Enter. A selection screen displays. 

You may obtain information about all entries by clicking the Execute icon (green 
check with clock), or qualify your query by supplying some input parameters. 

A text module is correctly qualified (uniquely identified) by the required parameters 
described in the following table:  

Parameter Description 

ID The text identification code for the text module. 

LANGUAGE Text modules can exist in several languages. The 
language is therefore a part of the key. Verify your 
installed languages by checking table T002. 

NAME The text name can be up to 70 characters long. All 
characters are valid except for the asterisk (*) and the 
ampersand (&). 

OBJECT The text object is part of the key and relates it to a 
specific application object. Valid text objects are defined 
in table TTXOB. 

Obtain valid key information in order to access a text module.  
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Preparing WebFOCUS for SAP for Text Line Retrieval 
To prepare WebFOCUS for SAP for retrieving text lines, see the procedures in this 
section.  

Setting the WebFOCUS for SAP Server Environment 
See Chapter 6, Preparing the WebFOCUS for SAP Server for Initial Use, for a 
description of setvar.fex.   

Procedure How to Prepare the WebFOCUS for SAP Server Environment 
1. Edit the procedure SR3GFM.FEX, in the catalog directory of EDAHOME using a 

text editor (for example, Notepad for Windows or vi for UNIX).     

2. Find the line containing 

-*SET &FM=’READ_TEXT’; 

3. Delete the asterisk (*) so that it reads: 

-SET &FM=’READ_TEXT’; 

4. Save your work and exit. 

5. Start WebFOCUS for SAP Server in test mode.  

• At the UNIX prompt, type the following command in the $EDACONF/bin 
directory:  

edastart -t 

• At the NT prompt, type the following command in the %EDACONF%\bin 
directory: 

edastart -t 

6. Set the variables. At the EDA >> prompt, type the following: 

EX SETVAR 

For more details, see Chapter 6, Preparing the WebFOCUS for SAP Server for 
Initial Use. 

7. At the EDA >> prompt, type the following  

EX SR3GFM 

This will create the files RT.MAS and RT.ACX. 
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Preparing for Desktop Reporting 
After obtaining the file information, you can download the reporting description to the 
client side.  

Procedure How to Download WebFOCUS for SAP Information to the Client 
Side 
Perform the following steps to download WebFOCUS for SAP information to the client 
side:         

1. Start WebFOCUS Desktop. 

The WebFOCUS Desktop Developer Studio - Application View window opens.  
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2. Click the plus sign to the left of the name of the application. 

 

Highlight the Master Files folder and right-click it. Select New from the context 
menu.  

3. The New MASTER File window opens:  

 

Click the New button.  
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4. The Create Local Master File - Step 1 of 4 window opens:  

 

• Select EDA Server for the Database Engine. Choose the WebFOCUS for SAP 
Server name for the Server. If the WebFOCUS for SAP Server is configured 
with security, then provide the User Name and Password. If it is not configured 
with security, leave the boxes blank. 

• Click Next to proceed to the next window. 

The following message indicates that the server is retrieving a list of tables:  
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5. The Create Local Master File - Step 2 of 4 window opens:  

 

• Select RT from the list.  

• Click Next to proceed. 
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The Create Local Master File - Step 3 of 4 window opens, displaying the data 
source you have chosen: 

 

Click Next. 

6. The following window opens: 
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7. The Create Local Master File - Step 4 of 4 window opens: 

 

A synonym for the data source RT has been successfully created on the client side. 

Click Finish to proceed to the next window. 

8. The New MASTER File dialog box displays. Click Cancel to remove it. 
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9. The WebFOCUS Desktop Developer Studio - Application View [Exploring 
Applications/Japan/Master Files] window reopens showing that the download step 
has successfully completed:  
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CHAPTER 10 

Preparing a Report From Text Module 
Information 

Topics: 

• Extracting Information From a Text 
Module 

• Creating a Managed Reporting 
Object 

 

 

This chapter provides details about extracting information from 
a text module and creating a report and Managed Reporting 
object.  
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Extracting Information From a Text Module 
To extract information from a text module, perform the steps in the following procedure.  

Procedure How to Extract Information From a Text Module 
1. Start the WebFOCUS Desktop application.    

Use the menu path: 

Command > TED 

2. You are prompted for the name of the procedure. Enter RT1 in the File name box, 
and click Open.  

3. The WebFOCUS Desktop text editor opens. Type the following text:  

TABLE FILE RT 
PRINT TLINE_TDLINE 
IF RT_ID EQ 'rtid' 
IF RT_LANGUAGE EQ 'rtlanguage' 
IF RT_NAME EQ 'rtname' 
IF RT_OBJECT EQ 'rtobject' 
END 

where rtid, rtlanguage, rtname, and rtobject are user-supplied parameter values as 
described in Chapter 9, Preparing to Obtain Text Module Information. 

4. Save RT1. 

You may need to join the RT table to other tables to automatically obtain the name and 
object parameters. Please see your Information Builders documentation on the JOIN 
command for further details. 

Example Reporting From the File RT 
Set the environment by remotely executing setvar.fex (see Chapter 6, Preparing the 
WebFOCUS for SAP Server for Initial Use for details).     

The following sample report accesses the file RT (saved in the text editor as RT1.FEX):  

TABLE FILE RT 
PRINT TLINE_TDLINE 
IF RT_ID EQ 'TXT' 
IF RT_LANGUAGE EQ 'E' 
IF RT_NAME EQ '1' 
IF RT_OBJECT EQ 'FORM' 
END 

From the Command menu, select Command Console to bring up the Console - Local 
window. Execute RT1 to obtain the text information. Alternately, use the WebFOCUS 
Desktop Report Painter to design a report from this file. 
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Creating a Managed Reporting Object 
The Managed Reporting view provides a streamlined reporting environment that virtually 
eliminates the complexities of corporate data. With Managed Reporting, an administrator 
can easily transform complex views of data into simple objects labeled with common 
business terminology that every user can understand, such as Weekly Sales or Revenue. 
These objects can contain elements such as report templates, predefined temporary fields, 
predetermined selection criteria for filtering data, and preset data source joins. You can 
use these objects to create your own reports, and then save and reuse them.        

Since multiple users can run or create reports based on the shared reporting objects 
pre-constructed by the administrator, your organization will have reports that are 
consistent in presentation and provide trustworthy results. 

Domains are reporting environments that provide data on a particular topic (such as sales, 
inventory, or personnel). Developed by a Managed Reporting administrator, domains 
provide the objects needed for the reports and graphs you want to run or create. Domains 
enable you to:  

• Set up a reporting environment for your hierarchy objects to give users just the 
information they need, when they need it. 

• Set up your text module objects as Managed Reporting view objects. See the online 
WebFOCUS Desktop administrator documentation for complete instructions on how 
to perform these steps. The sample WebFOCUS executables reproduced in this 
document become objects for reporting, allowing an administrator to set up, for 
example, just one hierarchy branch or many, from which users can create reports.  
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